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NOTES:

Zenobius: Proverbs: “Sillier than Praxilla’s Adonis’: Used of stupid people. For anyone who
lists cucumbers and the rest alongside sun and moon can only be regarded as feeble minded.
Praxilla of Sicyon (Cucumber Bed) was a lyric poetess according to Polemon (200 bc).

In her hymn Praxilla represents Adonis as being asked by those in the underworld what

was the most beautiful thing Adonis left behind when he came and giving as his answer:

the most beautiful thing I leave behind is the sun’s light;
second, the shining stars and the moon’s face;
also ripe cucumbers and apples and pears.
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